
Welcome

Note: This webinar will be recorded and posted online.

Today's webinar includes closed captions (CC) available in English and Spanish.
To access CC in English: https://us.ai-live.com/CaptionViewer/Join/thirdparty?iFrame=1&sessionId=USTKWS2305A

To access CC in Spanish: https://us.ai-live.com/CaptionViewer/Join/thirdparty?iFrame=1&sessionId=US6UWS1405A

Chat and reactions are disabled for this webinar to avoid distractions.
Questions

Please hold questions until the end of the presentation.
Submit questions into the Q&A feature. We will do our best to answer during the Q&A.
Any questions not addressed during the webinar will be compiled and made available in a frequently asked 
questions document posted on the Apple Health Expansion webpage.

Presentation slides and the recording will be available on the Apple 
Health Expansion webpage.

Based on previous requests, translated slides will be available in Amharic, Arabic, Cambodian, Chinese, Russian, 
Spanish, Tagalog, Ukrainian, and Vietnamese.

All mentioned resources and links are available at the end of the presentation.
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Current Apple Health programs



Immigrant health coverage

Almost 100,000 immigrants have 
interacted with the application 
systems over the last year.
There are over 43,000 individuals 
without an immigration status 
eligible for Apple Health for Kids 
and Apple Health Pregnancy 
medical programs.

Since the Affordable Care Act, the Health Care 
Authority (HCA) has been serving immigrants 
through Washington Healthplanfinder and 
Washington Connection application systems. 



Apple Health programs today
Individuals who do not qualify for federally 
subsidized health care coverage because of their 
immigration status may continue to qualify for 
other Apple Health programs such as:

Medical Care Services  
Alien Emergency Medical  
Apple Health for Pregnant Individuals
After-Pregnancy Coverage  
Apple Health for Kids



Overview 
In 2022, the legislature provided funding to the Health 

Care Authority (HCA) to implement a new program to 
provide health care coverage equivalent to Apple Health 
(Medicaid) to uninsured adults who are ineligible for 
other federal programs due to their immigration status.

HCA received additional funding in 2023 to continue 
with the program. 

Apple Health Expansion will launch July 1, 2024.
Program funding was not at the level requested.
HCA must limit the number of individuals who can enroll.



Eligibility



Who is eligible
Washington residents who are 19 years of age 
and older.
Income at or below 138% of the federal poverty 
level.*
Not eligible for:

Other Apple Health programs based on 
immigration status.
Qualified health plans with advance premium tax 
credits or federally funded medical programs.   

*Source:  hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/income-standards.pdf

https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/income-standards.pdf


Program policies
Where possible, HCA will use the same procedures 
as Apple Health, including:

Eligibility,
Enrollment,
Redetermination and renewals.

Enrollees be able to choose one of these four 
managed care programs:

Molina Healthcare of Washington
UnitedHealthcare Community Plan
Community Health Plan of Washington
Coordinated Care



Program policies
No retroactive eligibility for Apple Health 
Expansion.
Clients may get retroactive coverage under:

Alien Emergency Medical if they had a qualifying 
condition in the retroactive months.
After-Pregnancy Coverage if they were within 12-
months of a pregnancy ending.

No resource/asset limit.



Application pathways



Application pathway – for those under age 65
Adults ages 19 to 64 can apply:

Online at wahealthplanfinder.org
Download the WAPlanfinder mobile app
Call 1-855-923-4633
Submit a paper application*
In person through navigator

*Source: hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/18-001P.pdf

http://www.wahealthplanfinder.org/
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/18-001P.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/18-001P.pdf


Application pathway –  age 65+

Online at 
washingtonconnection.org
Call 1-877-501-2233
Submit a paper application*
In person at a DSHS 
Community Services Office

dshs.wa.gov/office-
locations

Adults aged 65 or older
DSHS manually process applications 

*Source: hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/18-005.pdf
 

http://www.washingtonconnection.org/
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/18-005.pdf
http://www.dshs.wa.gov/office-locations
http://www.dshs.wa.gov/office-locations
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/free-or-low-cost/18-005.pdf


Application process



Managing enrollment
HCA can enroll up to 13,000 individuals into the 
program.

If the enrollment cap has been met, an applicant 
who is otherwise eligible will receive a denial notice.

All clients may purchase a Qualified Health Plan.
Clients under 250% FPL are eligible for Cascade Care 
Savings if they enroll in a Cascade Care plan.

Staff will accept client attestation of:
Income
Citizenship/immigration status
Washington residency and all other eligibility factors



At capacity
If the individual indicates a need for services 
covered under Alien Emergency Medical (AEM) 
and the Apple Health Expansion enrollment is:

Not limited: Individual will be approved for Apple 
Health Expansion. 
Limited: Case will be reviewed for AEM eligibility.

Both programs cover the same services as AEM.
Individuals denied for Apple Health Expansion in 
Washington Healthplanfinder due to the 
enrollment limit will receive an eligibility notice of 
health coverage options. 

Clients under 250% FPL are eligible for Cascade Care 
Savings if they enroll in a Cascade Care plan



Getting Ready to Apply



Acceptable forms – 
DSHS and Washington Healthplanfinder 

Be sure they have all the documents needed to avoid a 
delay in getting coverage.
Proof of identity may include:

Driver license or ID card, even if issued from a foreign 
country.
Immigration documentation.
Third party affidavit or federal or state agency letter 
confirming identity.

Household members not applying for coverage do not 
need to verify identity.
A social security number should be provided if the 
individual has one but is not required. Do not provide 
an ITIN. 



Get ready to apply – 
Washington Healthplanfinder 

Washington Healthplanfinder requires the primary 
applicant pass identity proofing before continuing 
with the online application.

Not needed for paper application submission
Have identification information such as:

Their name and date of birth
Weight, height, eye color
Age, sex, race

In-person ID proofing does not require uploading 
of documentation. 
See HBE acceptable documents.*

*Source: wahbexchange.org/content/dam/wahbe-assets/partners/immigrant-health-
coverage/materials/id-proofing/Identity%20Proofing%20Handout.pdf

https://www.wahbexchange.org/content/dam/wahbe-assets/partners/immigrant-health-coverage/materials/id-proofing/Identity%20Proofing%20Handout.pdf
https://www.wahbexchange.org/content/dam/wahbe-assets/partners/immigrant-health-coverage/materials/id-proofing/Identity%20Proofing%20Handout.pdf
https://www.wahbexchange.org/content/dam/wahbe-assets/partners/immigrant-health-coverage/materials/id-proofing/Identity%20Proofing%20Handout.pdf


Get ready to apply – 
Washington Healthplanfinder 

If an individual is working with a Navigator, the 
navigator will be able to verify identity of their 
clients and uploading of documentation is not 
needed.
Be sure the individual’s name matches how it is 
spelled on the documents.
If the individual has two last names, follow the 
application data entry standards on how 
hyphenated names should be entered. 
Example: First name Last name Last name; or

First name Last name-Last name or
First name Last name



Get ready to apply – Income
Must provide gross monthly income for client and 
spouse on the application. 
If an individual wants help calculating the amount 
to provide on their application:

They should have:
Pay stubs (month or 2 months worth)
Receipts that show their earnings
Letter from their employer or phone number to 
call to get the information
IRS 1040:  Chart of acceptable documents*

*Source: hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-
apple-health/chart-acceptable-documents

https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/chart-acceptable-documents
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/chart-acceptable-documents
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/chart-acceptable-documents


Get ready to apply - Income
When reporting income for individuals whose 
income varies seasonally, individuals can choose 
to use either the point-in-time methodology or 
by calculating the monthly average.

Example: Fishermen or farmworkers who may 
work seasonally during the summer.



Program Hierarchy



Do I qualify? – Hana
68 years old.
Income is $950 each 
month.
Lives in Wenatchee.
Not active or eligible 
for other Apple Health 
coverage due to 
immigration status.

Yes, eligible for Apple 
Health Expansion 
through DSHS.



Do I qualify? - Carmen
30 years old.
Family of 4 with monthly 
income of $3400.
Pregnant and due in 
January 2025.
Lives in Everett.
Carmen is not eligible for 
Apple Health Expansion 
as they are eligible for 
Apple Health for 
Pregnant Individuals.



Do I qualify? - Ken

25 years old DACA 
recipient.
Income is $1650 each 
month.
Lives in Blaine.
Not active or eligible 
for other Apple Health 
coverage due to 
immigration status.

Yes, eligible for Apple 
Health Expansion. 



Do I qualify? – Jeff
38 years old.
Income is $1,150 each 
month.
Lives in Everett.
Meets 5-year bar in July 
2027. 

Not eligible for Apple 
Health Expansion as Jeff is 
eligible for federal subsidy; 
may qualify for AEM. 
May purchase a Qualified 
Health Plan with tax credits 
or Cascade Care Savings if 
they enroll in a Cascade 
Care plan.



Do I qualify? – Natalia
55 years old.
Income is $2,200 each 
month.
Lives in Bellingham.
Over income for Apple 
Health Expansion. 

All clients can purchase a 
Qualified Health Plan.
Clients under 250% FPL 
are eligible for Cascade 
Care Savings if they enroll 
in a Cascade Care plan. 



Resources



Eligibility flyer
To share at outreach 
events.

Translated in 15 
languages.

Search for “Apple 
Health Expansion 
coming July 2024”

For more information 
visit hca.wa.gov/ah-
expansion.



Apple Health Expansion webinars
Next webinar will be scheduled in late May or early June.

Stakeholder webinars in a variety of languages posted 
online.* 

*Source: hca.wa.gov/ah-expansion

http://www.hca.wa.gov/apple-health-client-forms


Apple Health Expansion resources
New! Client webpage

hca.wa.gov/apple-health-expansion

Stakeholder webpage  
hca.wa.gov/ah-expansion

Apple Health for Noncitizens
hca.wa.gov/apple-health-non-citizens

Enrollment Cap announcement 
hca.wa.gov/about-hca/news/announcements/apple-
health-expansion-enrollment-cap

http://www.hca.wa.gov/apple-health-expansion
http://www.hca.wa.gov/ah-expansion
http://www.hca.wa.gov/apple-health-non-citizens
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/news/announcements/apple-health-expansion-enrollment-cap
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/news/announcements/apple-health-expansion-enrollment-cap


Live Q&A



Questions?

HCAAppleHealthExpansion@hca.wa.gov

mailto:HCAAppleHealthExpansion@hca.wa.gov
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