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Committee Charge 

5476 Section 1 

The authority, in collaboration with the substance use recovery services advisory committee established in subsection (2) 
of this section, shall establish a substance use recovery services plan. The purpose of the plan is to implement measures to 
assist persons with substance use disorder in accessing outreach, treatment, and recovery support services that are low 
barrier, person centered, informed by people with lived experience, and culturally and linguistically appropriate. The plan 
must articulate the manner in which continual, rapid, and widespread access to a comprehensive continuum of care will be 
provided to all persons with substance use disorder. 

(3) The plan must consider: 

(l) Recommendations regarding the appropriate criminal legal system response, if any, to possession of controlled 
substances 

Document Development 

At the May 2nd SURSAC meeting, committee members were asked about what information would be helpful to have to 
formulate a recommendation for the appropriate criminal-legal response to possession of controlled substances, if any.  
The 5476 support team at HCA gathered several resources to meet those information requests, which were emailed to the 
SURSAC on Wednesday, June 1st.  At the June 6th SURSAC meeting, there was a request to invite additional contributions. On 
June 6th, Michelle sent an email to all SURSAC meeting attendees titled, “SURSAC: Opportunity to add Criminal-Legal 
Response resources”, inviting contributions to this document by June 24th, so that the revised document could be shared 
June 27th, providing the SURSAC two full weeks to review before the July 11th meeting. 

 

Summary of Hyperlinked Resources 
*NEW* A Quiet Revolution: Drug Decriminalization Across the Globe (March 2016) 

*NEW* Drug Decriminalization in Portugal: Setting the Record Straight 

*NEW* The Effects of Decriminalization of Drug Use in Portugal (December 2007) 

*NEW* What can we learn from the Portuguese decriminalization of illicit drugs? (July 2010) 

*NEW* A social cost perspective in the wake of the Portuguese strategy for the fight against drugs 
(February 2015) 

Cannabis Legalization and Racial Disparities in Washington State 

Drug Decriminalization in Oregon, One Year Later: Thousands of Lives not Ruined by Possession Arrests, 
$300 million+ in Funding for Services 

Depenalization, diversion and decriminalization: A realist review and programme theory of alternatives to 
criminalization for simple drug possession 

Drug decriminalization policy: Literature review: Models, implementation and outcomes  

Drug Decriminalization | Drug Policy Alliance 

Racial, Gender, and County Disparities for Simple Drug Possession Convictions in Washington State  

Washington State Court Directory  

Determination of Eligibility (Therapeutic Courts) – RCW 2.30.030  

Drug Courts are not the answer: Toward a Health-Centered Approach to Drug Use (Drug Policy Alliance, 
March 2021) 

https://www.release.org.uk/sites/default/files/pdf/publications/A%20Quiet%20Revolution%20-%20Decriminalisation%20Across%20the%20Globe.pdf
https://transformdrugs.org/assets/files/PDFs/Drug-decriminalisation-in-Portugal-setting-the-record-straight.pdf
https://kar.kent.ac.uk/13325/1/BFDPP_BP_14_EffectsOfDecriminalisation_EN.pdf.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249284847_What_Can_We_Learn_From_The_Portuguese_Decriminalization_of_Illicit_Drugs
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S095539591400231X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S095539591400231X?via%3Dihub
https://adai.uw.edu/pubs/pdf/2019racialdisparities.pdf
https://drugpolicy.org/press-release/2021/11/drug-decriminalization-oregon-one-year-later-thousands-lives-not-ruined
https://drugpolicy.org/press-release/2021/11/drug-decriminalization-oregon-one-year-later-thousands-lives-not-ruined
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1177%2F1477370819887514&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C58d7b368000d4e1169b408da481c8b79%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637901585013631264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GN19HqCq5ZXODnAhQrsohlClYwJOd8s28Ck1f%2FXCCXc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1177%2F1477370819887514&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C58d7b368000d4e1169b408da481c8b79%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637901585013631264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GN19HqCq5ZXODnAhQrsohlClYwJOd8s28Ck1f%2FXCCXc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fidpc.net%2Fpublications%2F2020%2F06%2Fdrug-decriminalization-policy-literature-review-models-implementation-and-outcomes&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C58d7b368000d4e1169b408da481c8b79%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637901585013631264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jzjvE5pUpviEP4gLjeWjj4cU56dzkQJ1yuYG%2FbaF6rE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrugpolicy.org%2Fissues%2Fdrug-decriminalization&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C58d7b368000d4e1169b408da481c8b79%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637901585013631264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CAp3z8IZtVOy2EE7n7V6NMom%2BEs2cNGKCuk9GoJJBMM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdefensenet.org%2Fracial-gender-and-county-disparities-for-simple-drug-possession-convictions-in-washington-state%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PbvPHGu8T7z%2Bah5XENMdXqT0FfO1%2B%2F2Jz0xtICGhCS0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.courts.wa.gov%2Fcourt_dir%2F%3Ffa%3Dcourt_dir.psc&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IT4N6fxY3V1vr2wvo0gE1AuT%2FnQ45qRKIyex0Gnx4aI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FRCW%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fcite%3D2.30.030&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3Kwa1qBMzsGjAk8vJGWf2w6i8RCtrdhxe27t6FZYHOE%3D&reserved=0
https://drugpolicy.org/sites/default/files/Drug%20Courts%20Are%20Not%20the%20Answer_Final2.pdf
https://drugpolicy.org/sites/default/files/Drug%20Courts%20Are%20Not%20the%20Answer_Final2.pdf
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America’s problem-solving courts: The criminal costs of treatment and the case for reform (National 
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, September 2009) 

Addicted to courts: How a growing dependence on drug courts impacts people and communities (Justice 
Policy Institute, March 2011) 

Drug Court Outcomes (2013) 

Drug Court Participants: Recidivism and Key Outcome Measures (DSHS)  

Chemical Dependency Treatment for Incarcerated individuals: A Review of the Evidence and Benefit-Cost 
Findings 

RNP: Recovery Navigator Program (Intercepts 0, 1) 

The Arrest & Jail Alternatives program  

Seattle’s Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) Program: Within-Subjects Changes on Housing, 
Employment, and Income / Benefits Outcomes and Associations with Recidivism  

Seattle’s law enforcement assisted diversion (LEAD) program effects on criminal justice and legal system 
utilization and costs  

Seattle’s Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD): Program effects on recidivism outcomes  

LEAD Program Evaluation: Describing LEAD case management in participants’ own words (Harm Reduction 
Research and Treatment Center, UW, November 2016) 

DOC Institutional Costs, Average Daily Population, and Cost Per Incarcerated Individual per Day (FY2019) 

Hidden Consequences: The Impact of Incarceration on Dependent Children | National Institute of Justice 

Cost-Benefit Analysis of public policies and programs  

Peer Reviewed Research About Syringe Service Programs | Washington State Department of Health  

County Profiles of Social Determinants of Health 

Study after study shows ex-prisoners would be better off without intense supervision (Brookings, July 2018) 

JustCARE: The development and impact of a multi-faceted collective impact model (University of 
Washington, June 2021) 

 

Summary of Attachments 
A Quiet Revolution: Drug Decriminalization Across the Globe (March 2016)  

Effects of Criminalization Key Points 2021 Update 

National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP) Equity & Inclusion Research Brief: Exclusionary 
Criteria and Their Impacts on the Likelihood to Reoffend, Racial Bias, and Outcomes in Treatment Court 

Racial Distribution of Drug Court Participants (CJTA Panel July 31 2020_Racial Distribution) 

Drug Offender Sentencing Alternatives (DOSA) 

DOC Substance Abuse Recovery Unit (SARU) 

Behavioral Health Agencies Directory 

Behavioral Health Treatment Availability in Rural Counties 

https://www.nacdl.org/getattachment/d15251f8-6dfe-4dd1-9f36-065e3224be4f/americas-problem-solving-courts-the-criminal-costs-of-treatment-and-the-case-for-reform.pdf
https://www.nacdl.org/getattachment/d15251f8-6dfe-4dd1-9f36-065e3224be4f/americas-problem-solving-courts-the-criminal-costs-of-treatment-and-the-case-for-reform.pdf
https://justicepolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/justicepolicy/documents/addicted_to_courts_final.pdf
https://justicepolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/justicepolicy/documents/addicted_to_courts_final.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dshs.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Frda%2Freports%2Fresearch-4-89.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hdZ9VfBq9ndLbXQzui5gIpUvBYlV1IWrn11DJWY2N8k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dshs.wa.gov%2Fffa%2Frda%2Fresearch-reports%2Fdrug-court-participants-recidivism-and-key-outcome-measures-0&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lieNxOBPsHZelbvHC%2BHgwz1UdlTHrsC%2FahoaD4MmSq4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.wsipp.wa.gov/ReportFile/1112/Wsipp_Chemical-Dependency-Treatment-for-Offenders-A-Review-of-the-Evidence-and-Benefit-Cost-Findings_Full-Report.pdf
https://www.wsipp.wa.gov/ReportFile/1112/Wsipp_Chemical-Dependency-Treatment-for-Offenders-A-Review-of-the-Evidence-and-Benefit-Cost-Findings_Full-Report.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FRCW%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fcite%3D71.24.115&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V977aZCYn73yQN9%2FXncIM3LvHmpJBWCZOIaYd%2FT1Hts%3D&reserved=0
https://www.waspc.org/arrest-and-jail-alternatives-law-enforcement-grant-program
https://www.speakoutseattle.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/SagePub-Article-on-LEAD.pdf
https://www.speakoutseattle.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/SagePub-Article-on-LEAD.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Susan-Collins-6/publication/331874654_Seattle%27s_law_enforcement_assisted_diversion_LEAD_program_effects_on_criminal_justice_and_legal_system_utilization_and_costs/links/5c99c88f299bf1116947c359/Seattles-law-enforcement-assisted-diversion-LEAD-program-effects-on-criminal-justice-and-legal-system-utilization-and-costs.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Susan-Collins-6/publication/331874654_Seattle%27s_law_enforcement_assisted_diversion_LEAD_program_effects_on_criminal_justice_and_legal_system_utilization_and_costs/links/5c99c88f299bf1116947c359/Seattles-law-enforcement-assisted-diversion-LEAD-program-effects-on-criminal-justice-and-legal-system-utilization-and-costs.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S014971891630266X
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/leadSF/Reports/Specific-Aim-4-FINAL_UW-LEAD-Evaluation-Qualitative-Report-11.1.16_updated.pdf
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/leadSF/Reports/Specific-Aim-4-FINAL_UW-LEAD-Evaluation-Qualitative-Report-11.1.16_updated.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doc.wa.gov%2Fdocs%2Fpublications%2Freports%2F200-AR001.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hWgfkVCLBstodi6yF1JdeCll80NUEj1s0YbbMyFhiZQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnij.ojp.gov%2Ftopics%2Farticles%2Fhidden-consequences-impact-incarceration-dependent-children&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1nbjG0ye%2BzFeRZTbQRT9MkjjwXARnuOWxb0KnE7IZPo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsipp.wa.gov%2FBenefitCost%3FtopicId%3D2&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DgjPIqxayr%2Bbj4dMauHuCv70ioPvxVlZEiiDJrzWZBk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fyou-and-your-family%2Fdrug-user-health%2Fsyringe-service-programs%2Fresearch&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iM%2FcFcP%2BT3aNf4oZv58Xg%2Fv9VM%2BCNOGpLS2fCvJmFN0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Flegacy%2FDocuments%2FPubs%2F347-651-WACountyProfilesSocialDeterminantsHIVHepCOpioidOverdose.pdf%3Fuid%3D6282ba05cb58e&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HU%2Bb2ImdJRb7l2N779lBvG54wJ9wTsypefr636bPtvE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2018/07/02/study-after-study-shows-ex-prisoners-would-be-better-off-without-intense-supervision/#:~:text=Up%20Front-,Study%20after%20study%20shows%20ex%2Dprisoners%20would,better%20off%20without%20intense%20supervision&text=Two%2Dthirds%20of%20those%20released,costs%20a%20lot%20of%20money.
https://coleadteam.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/JustCARE_Report-ExecutiveSummary_7.12.21.pdf
https://coleadteam.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/JustCARE_Report-ExecutiveSummary_7.12.21.pdf
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NOTE: Hyperlinks are provided as often as possible for easy access to the resources included in this document.  Resources 
that could not be hyperlinked are included as email attachments, noted with “ATTACHMENT” 

 

 

Drug Criminalization & Racial Disparities 
Since Oregon is the first state in the nation to decriminalize (small amount) possession of controlled substances, and the 
law has only been in effect for one year, it will take time to understand the full racial impact of this policy in OR, and the 
potential impact for our own state if this policy were to be adopted in WA State long-term. However, we can look at the 
racial impact of decriminalization – and the legalization of supply – related to cannabis to help us understand potential 
impacts. 

Cannabis Legalization and Racial Disparities in Washington State 

This report from ADAI (March 2019) examines publicly available data on cannabis use and racial disparities in WA in 
three areas of interest: criminal justice, youth consumption, and treatment for substance use disorders.  The article notes: 

“Before legalization, African American/Blacks were 2.8 times more likely to be arrested for marijuana possession than 
Whites, in WA State (3.8 times nationwide). Most of these arrests (88%) were for cannabis-possession-only, yet adult 
marijuana use was similar across racial and ethnic groups.  

After legalization, analysis from the Washington State University Crime, Cannabis & Police Research Group indicated that 
disparities between African American/Black and white adults varied by the type of crime committed. The relative disparity 
in arrests for selling marijuana has more than doubled since legalization while there was a small decrease in possession-
related disparities. 

The disparity in court filings for marijuana possession among African American/Black adults has remained unchanged 
after legalization. African American/Black adults are nearly three times more likely to be prosecuted for a low-level 
marijuana possession offense than white adults after legalization” 

Drug Decriminalization in Oregon, One Year Later: Thousands of Lives not Ruined by 
Possession Arrests, $300 million+ in Funding for Services 

This article from DrugPolicy.org, “Drug Decriminalization in Oregon, One Year Later” notes a prediction from the 
Oregon Criminal Justice Commission that Measure 110’s passage would result in a 95% reduction in racial disparities in 
drug arrests.” 

ATTACHMENT: A Quiet Revolution: Drug Decriminalization Across the Globe (March 2016)  

Depenalization, diversion and decriminalization: A realist review and programme theory of 
alternatives to criminalization for simple drug possession 

Drug decriminalization policy : Literature review: Models, implementation and outcomes  

Drug Decriminalization | Drug Policy Alliance 

ATTACHMENT – Effects of Criminalization Key Points 2021 Update 

This document provides support information for HB 1499, offered by the Office of Infectious Disease (OID within DCHS) at 
the WA State Dept of Health, which notes citations for the following findings: 

• Criminalization negatively impacts racial justice and health equity 

• Criminalization negatively impacts women and families 

• Criminalization negatively impacts efforts to prevent and treat infectious disease among people who use drugs 

• Criminalization contributes to overdose morbidity and mortality 

https://adai.uw.edu/pubs/pdf/2019racialdisparities.pdf
https://drugpolicy.org/press-release/2021/11/drug-decriminalization-oregon-one-year-later-thousands-lives-not-ruined
https://drugpolicy.org/press-release/2021/11/drug-decriminalization-oregon-one-year-later-thousands-lives-not-ruined
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrugpolicy.org%2Fpress-release%2F2021%2F11%2Fdrug-decriminalization-oregon-one-year-later-thousands-lives-not-ruined&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=htfCXfPHBWfltet4u6cU75pPihLuQkpxLe9MlyHrSbA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1177%2F1477370819887514&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C58d7b368000d4e1169b408da481c8b79%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637901585013631264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GN19HqCq5ZXODnAhQrsohlClYwJOd8s28Ck1f%2FXCCXc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1177%2F1477370819887514&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C58d7b368000d4e1169b408da481c8b79%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637901585013631264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GN19HqCq5ZXODnAhQrsohlClYwJOd8s28Ck1f%2FXCCXc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fidpc.net%2Fpublications%2F2020%2F06%2Fdrug-decriminalization-policy-literature-review-models-implementation-and-outcomes&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C58d7b368000d4e1169b408da481c8b79%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637901585013631264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jzjvE5pUpviEP4gLjeWjj4cU56dzkQJ1yuYG%2FbaF6rE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrugpolicy.org%2Fissues%2Fdrug-decriminalization&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C58d7b368000d4e1169b408da481c8b79%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637901585013631264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CAp3z8IZtVOy2EE7n7V6NMom%2BEs2cNGKCuk9GoJJBMM%3D&reserved=0
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/1499.pdf?q=20210205091210
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• Criminalization is expensive and burdens the state budget 

• Criminalization of paraphernalia for personal use impacts public health and safety efforts 

Conviction Rates for Possession of Controlled Substances 
Racial, Gender, and County Disparities for Simple Drug Possession Convictions in Washington 
State  

Therapeutic Courts 
Washington State Court Directory  

Here you can find a list of all the therapeutic courts in Washington, which are generally available at Intercept 3 (Specialty 
Courts), including: 

• Drug Courts 

• Juvenile Courts 

• Family Treatment 

• Mental Health Court 

Determination of Eligibility (Therapeutic Courts) – RCW 2.30.030  

This statute lays out some statewide therapeutic court eligibility limitations.  However, before those limits are reached, 
there are a lot of differences between counties in terms of what charges they take and what additional exclusionary criteria 
they apply. For example, some counties will not take drug delivery charges. And, nationwide, according to the National 
Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP), although White individuals are more likely to be involved in trafficking, 
Black individuals are more likely to be arrested for drug trafficking, so there cold certainly be racial disparities that result 
from various eligibility decisions. 

To understand why cases do not qualify, we’d need data from every county prosecutor, and it would involve digging into 
every case, which is an undertaking that we do not have capacity for.  One other thing to note is that one of the main 
reasons people don’t get offered drug court is that their defense attorneys don’t request it – either because they don’t know 
about it, don’t believe in it, don’t think it is the best possible deal, or don’t think the case will be approve for entry by the 
prosecutor.  In some cases, drug court may be disincentivized because attorneys may get better deals if their client will just 
plea mainstream.  Defense guidance is a major reason why any individual would or would not end up in drug court, which 
makes it much harder to quantify than a situation where a prosecutor is actually denying a case entry. 

The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) Behavioral Health Court Program is working on an assessment that will take 
a deeper dive into Treatment Court eligibility criteria, but the results of those reports and any court-specific data won’t 
likely be available until mid-late 2023.  Tessa Clemments (the AOC BH Court Program Lead) suggests looking at each 
court’s policy and procedure manual to find their stated eligibility criteria.   

Drug Courts are not the answer: Toward a Health-Centered Approach to Drug Use (Drug Policy 
Alliance, March 2021) 

America’s problem-solving courts: The criminal costs of treatment and the case for reform 
(National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, September 2009) 

Addicted to courts: How a growing dependence on drug courts impacts people and 
communities (Justice Policy Institute, March 2011) 

ATTACHMENT: The King County Drug Diversion Court Procedure and Policy Manual (Eligibility 
begins on page 5) 

ATTACHMENT: National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP) Equity & Inclusion 
Research Brief: Exclusionary Criteria and Their Impacts on the Likelihood to Reoffend, Racial 
Bias, and Outcomes in Treatment Court 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdefensenet.org%2Fracial-gender-and-county-disparities-for-simple-drug-possession-convictions-in-washington-state%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PbvPHGu8T7z%2Bah5XENMdXqT0FfO1%2B%2F2Jz0xtICGhCS0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdefensenet.org%2Fracial-gender-and-county-disparities-for-simple-drug-possession-convictions-in-washington-state%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PbvPHGu8T7z%2Bah5XENMdXqT0FfO1%2B%2F2Jz0xtICGhCS0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.courts.wa.gov%2Fcourt_dir%2F%3Ffa%3Dcourt_dir.psc&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IT4N6fxY3V1vr2wvo0gE1AuT%2FnQ45qRKIyex0Gnx4aI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FRCW%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fcite%3D2.30.030&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3Kwa1qBMzsGjAk8vJGWf2w6i8RCtrdhxe27t6FZYHOE%3D&reserved=0
https://drugpolicy.org/sites/default/files/Drug%20Courts%20Are%20Not%20the%20Answer_Final2.pdf
https://drugpolicy.org/sites/default/files/Drug%20Courts%20Are%20Not%20the%20Answer_Final2.pdf
https://www.nacdl.org/getattachment/d15251f8-6dfe-4dd1-9f36-065e3224be4f/americas-problem-solving-courts-the-criminal-costs-of-treatment-and-the-case-for-reform.pdf
https://www.nacdl.org/getattachment/d15251f8-6dfe-4dd1-9f36-065e3224be4f/americas-problem-solving-courts-the-criminal-costs-of-treatment-and-the-case-for-reform.pdf
https://justicepolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/justicepolicy/documents/addicted_to_courts_final.pdf
https://justicepolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/justicepolicy/documents/addicted_to_courts_final.pdf
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ATTACHMENT: Racial Distribution of Drug Court Participants (CJTA Panel July 31 2020_Racial 
Distribution) 

Drug Court Outcomes (2013) 

Describes the criminal and CD treatment participation outcomes of 1,671 adults charged with felonies who were eligible 
for treatment, primarily funded through CJTA, and who were admitted to formally established drug courts. Three-year 
outcomes are compared to a statistically matched comparison group of 1,671 adults charged with similar felonies in the 
same jurisdictions and two-year time period (July 2007 through June 2009), but who were not admitted to a drug court. 
Arrests, incarceration rates, and treatment participation over a three-year follow-up period are examined, as are net 
benefits associated with reductions in crime. 

• Drug Court Participants were less likely to be incarcerated during the follow-up period than individuals in the 
comparison group (17 versus 23 percent) 

• Controlling for other factors leading to arrest, drug court participants were twice as likely to remain free of arrest 
as those in the comparison group (30 vs. 15 percent) 

• Nearly universal participation in chemical dependency treatment was obtained by drug court participants (97 
percent compared to 46 percent in the comparison group) 

• Drug court participants were over 3 times more likely to enter treatment within 90 days and 4 times more likely to 
be in treatment – primarily outpatient – for 90 or more days 

• Reductions in crime observed in this analysis translate into a net benefit to taxpayers and society of approximately 
$22,000 per participant, or $4.02 in benefits per dollar spent 

 
Drug Court Participants: Recidivism and Key Outcome Measures (DSHS)  

These reports do not include reasons for arrest (they are not specific to arrests related to possession of controlled 
substance), but they do include demographics, SUD treatment participation, recidivism, employment, and Medicaid 
enrollment among Drug Court enrollees. These reports present recidivism measures and other key outcomes and 
characteristics of offenders participating in adult drug courts across Washington State. The reports contain yearly trends 
for individual courts and for courts statewide. The reports were written in collaboration with the Criminal Justice 
Treatment Account Panel and the HCA Division of Behavioral Health and Recovery, and will be updated annually. To 
protect client confidentiality, reports for courts with a small number of participants are not included. 

• King  

• Kitsap 

• Pierce 

• Snohomish 

• Spokane 

• Thurston 

 

Drug Offender Sentencing Alternatives Outcomes 
ATTACHMENT - Drug Offender Sentencing Alternatives (DOSA) 

The Fact sheet including demographic and county data for the DOSA program (attached), designed to provide SUD 
treatment and community supervision for individuals diagnosed with an SUD who have committed a drug or other 
statutory eligible crime. Individuals sentenced to a DOSA are required to participate in SUD treatment in lieu of prison 
time, or a reduced prison sentence.   

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dshs.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Frda%2Freports%2Fresearch-4-89.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hdZ9VfBq9ndLbXQzui5gIpUvBYlV1IWrn11DJWY2N8k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dshs.wa.gov%2Fffa%2Frda%2Fresearch-reports%2Fdrug-court-participants-recidivism-and-key-outcome-measures-0&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lieNxOBPsHZelbvHC%2BHgwz1UdlTHrsC%2FahoaD4MmSq4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dshs.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Frda%2Freports%2Fresearch-4-109-17.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0sbBIc1iSLl0eSdgLEqkvmSfdmyiPeqGGWMRR9ooddo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dshs.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Frda%2Freports%2Fresearch-4-109-18.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Bt%2FzKCYiNuvgbckbUUwxN3S7Bi4%2FRpbNRO9Bq3ro0Nk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dshs.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Frda%2Freports%2Fresearch-4-109-27.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I1dMci4vEHz%2F5fIseqSK6iyYV%2FLo3twC6V7rgoWom4Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dshs.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Frda%2Freports%2Fresearch-4-109-31.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zOUweZTZ8Z9R4cjESBfJyaqtgq%2FdLeQYzCRlSFht2w8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dshs.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Frda%2Freports%2Fresearch-4-109-32.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kxU9KaMyqMOvTUe%2BVOqVdENAbI2zIZmD5PlNKvRSbw8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dshs.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Frda%2Freports%2Fresearch-4-109-34.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lvy9gcNjAvcAW%2BQBvs3z3zaYMRza1Cw0gabagiSC8JA%3D&reserved=0
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SUD Treatment Programs & Outcomes for Incarcerated Individuals  
ATTACHMENT - DOC Substance Abuse Recovery Unit (SARU) 

The DOC Substance Abuse Recovery Unit is one of the largest certified treatment agencies in the State of Washington, with 
services located in 11 of 12 state prison facilities (as of July 2021) and nine work release locations. The Washington State 
Institute for Public Policy found that incarcerated individuals who participate in Substance Use treatment programs have 
lower recidivism rates than those who did not participate by 4 to 9 percent.  

The SARU statistics document (attached) outlines the SUD treatment recovery programs available to incarcerated 
individuals and provides some data by gender but not by race. 

Chemical Dependency Treatment for Incarcerated individuals: A Review of the Evidence and 
Benefit-Cost Findings 

In this The Washington State Institute for Public Policy found that for each dollar spent on drug treatment in confinement 
and partial confinement there is a taxpayer benefit ranging between $5.05 to $13.91 (depending on level of care and 
sentencing type). 

 

Diversion Programs for Youth & Adults 
RNP: Recovery Navigator Program (Intercepts 0, 1) 

The intent of the RNP is to provide behavioral health services to individuals who intersect with police because of simple 
drug possession, people who have frequent criminal-legal system contact, and others who are referred from community 
sources. These programs are to serve people who are at risk of arrest, or already have been involved in the criminal legal 
system due to unmet behavioral health needs. 

• Fact Sheet 

• Uniform Program Standards  

• RCW 71.24.115 
 

AJA: Arrest & Jail Alternatives Grant Program 

The Arrest & Jail Alternatives program was established per HB 1767, RCW 36.28A.450, and created a partnership between 
WASPC and the LEAD National Support Bureau, to develop and implement a grant program aimed at supporting local 
initiatives to properly identify criminal justice system-involved persons with substance use disorders and other behavioral 
health needs and engage those persons with therapeutic interventions and other services.  Grants for this work have been 
provided to the following 3 organizations: 

• Catholic Community Services (Olympia) 

• Olympic Peninsula Community Clinic (Port Angeles) 

• Comprehensive Healthcare (Walla Walla) 

 

Click here for the AJA 2021 Annual Report. 

LEAD in Seattle/King County 

Seattle’s Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) program is the first known pre-booking diversion program for 
people arrested on narcotics and prostitution charges in the United States. Launched in October 2011, LEAD is the product 
of a multi-year collaboration involving a wide range of organizations, including The Defender Association’s Racial Disparity 
Project, the Seattle Police Department, the ACLU of Washington, the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, the Seattle 
City Attorney’s office, the King County Sheriff’s Office, Evergreen Treatment Services, the King County Executive, the 
Washington State Department of Corrections, and others. 

https://www.wsipp.wa.gov/ReportFile/1112/Wsipp_Chemical-Dependency-Treatment-for-Offenders-A-Review-of-the-Evidence-and-Benefit-Cost-Findings_Full-Report.pdf
https://www.wsipp.wa.gov/ReportFile/1112/Wsipp_Chemical-Dependency-Treatment-for-Offenders-A-Review-of-the-Evidence-and-Benefit-Cost-Findings_Full-Report.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FRCW%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fcite%3D71.24.115&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V977aZCYn73yQN9%2FXncIM3LvHmpJBWCZOIaYd%2FT1Hts%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/recovery-navigator-program-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/recovery-navigator-progam-uniform-program-standards.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=71.24.115
https://www.waspc.org/arrest-and-jail-alternatives-law-enforcement-grant-program
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1767-S2.SL.pdf?q=20220621113827
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.28A.450#:~:text=RCW%2036.28A.,persons%E2%80%94Report%E2%80%94Civil%20liability
https://www.waspc.org/assets/AJA/2021%20Arrest%20and%20Jail%20Alternatives%20Annual%20Report%20-%20Final.pdf
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Seattle’s Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) Program: Within-Subjects Changes on 
Housing, Employment, and Income / Benefits Outcomes and Associations with Recidivism  

Seattle’s law enforcement assisted diversion (LEAD) program effects on criminal justice and 
legal system utilization and costs  

Seattle’s Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD): Program effects on recidivism outcomes  

LEAD Program Evaluation: Describing LEAD case management in participants’ own words 
(Harm Reduction Research and Treatment Center, UW, November 2016) 

HCA LEAD Expansion Pilot Program 

Per SSB5380 Sec. 29, the Health Care Authority partnered with the Public Defender’s Association and LEAD National 
Support Bureau to expand availability of LEAD programs statewide / outside King County.  In 2020, HCA contracted with 
four different sites ($4.1 million total) to provide and implement LEAD programs in the following counties, which receive 
technical assistance from PDA’s National Support Bureau: 

• Whatcom 

• Snohomish 

• Mason 

• Thurston 

Cost & Benefits of Incarceration vs. Community-Based Harm Reduction 

and Treatment Programs 

Fiscal Cost of Incarceration 

DOC Institutional Costs, Average Daily Population, and Cost Per Incarcerated Individual per 
Day (FY2019)  

Does not include MOUD, SUD-treatment specific, or other healthcare specific expenses, but provides a snapshot of total cost 
to incarcerate someone 

Social Cost: Impact on Children of Incarcerated Parents 

Hidden Consequences: The Impact of Incarceration on Dependent Children | National 
Institute of Justice  

Discusses “cost” of incarceration in terms of the impact on the children of incarcerated parents, which disproportionately 
impacts communities of color. 

“One consequence of this dramatic increase is that more mothers and fathers with dependent children are in prison. Since 
the war on drugs began in the 1980s, for example, the rate of children with incarcerated mothers has increased 100 
percent, and the rate of those with incarcerated fathers has increased more than 75 percent.” 

“Data from 2007 (the most recent data available) show that African-American children and Hispanic children were 7.5 
times more likely and 2.3 times more likely, respectively, than white children to have an incarcerated parent.”  

 

Cost-Benefit Analysis of public policies and programs  

This report from RDA includes several diversion and community-based treatment programs: 

• Drug Offender Sentencing Alternative (for persons convicted of drug offenses) 

• Case management (“swift, certain, and fair”) for drug-involved persons 

https://www.speakoutseattle.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/SagePub-Article-on-LEAD.pdf
https://www.speakoutseattle.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/SagePub-Article-on-LEAD.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Susan-Collins-6/publication/331874654_Seattle%27s_law_enforcement_assisted_diversion_LEAD_program_effects_on_criminal_justice_and_legal_system_utilization_and_costs/links/5c99c88f299bf1116947c359/Seattles-law-enforcement-assisted-diversion-LEAD-program-effects-on-criminal-justice-and-legal-system-utilization-and-costs.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Susan-Collins-6/publication/331874654_Seattle%27s_law_enforcement_assisted_diversion_LEAD_program_effects_on_criminal_justice_and_legal_system_utilization_and_costs/links/5c99c88f299bf1116947c359/Seattles-law-enforcement-assisted-diversion-LEAD-program-effects-on-criminal-justice-and-legal-system-utilization-and-costs.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S014971891630266X
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/leadSF/Reports/Specific-Aim-4-FINAL_UW-LEAD-Evaluation-Qualitative-Report-11.1.16_updated.pdf
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/leadSF/Reports/Specific-Aim-4-FINAL_UW-LEAD-Evaluation-Qualitative-Report-11.1.16_updated.pdf
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5380-S.SL.pdf?q=20220627090557
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doc.wa.gov%2Fdocs%2Fpublications%2Freports%2F200-AR001.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hWgfkVCLBstodi6yF1JdeCll80NUEj1s0YbbMyFhiZQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doc.wa.gov%2Fdocs%2Fpublications%2Freports%2F200-AR001.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hWgfkVCLBstodi6yF1JdeCll80NUEj1s0YbbMyFhiZQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnij.ojp.gov%2Ftopics%2Farticles%2Fhidden-consequences-impact-incarceration-dependent-children&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1nbjG0ye%2BzFeRZTbQRT9MkjjwXARnuOWxb0KnE7IZPo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnij.ojp.gov%2Ftopics%2Farticles%2Fhidden-consequences-impact-incarceration-dependent-children&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1nbjG0ye%2BzFeRZTbQRT9MkjjwXARnuOWxb0KnE7IZPo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsipp.wa.gov%2FBenefitCost%3FtopicId%3D2&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DgjPIqxayr%2Bbj4dMauHuCv70ioPvxVlZEiiDJrzWZBk%3D&reserved=0
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• Mental health courts 

• Drug Courts 

• Inpatient or intensive outpatient drug treatment during incarceration 

• Therapeutic communities (in the community) for individuals with co-occurring disorders 

• Drug Offender Sentencing Alternatives (for persons convicted of property offenses) 

• Outpatient or non-intensive drug treatment during incarceration 

• Outpatient or non-intensive drug treatment in the community 

• Housing assistance without services 

• Housing assistance with services 

• Police diversion for low-severity offenses (pre-arrest) 

• Police diversion for individuals with mental illness (pre-arrest) 

Peer Reviewed Research About Syringe Service Programs | Washington State Department of Health  

“These analyses indicate that it would be highly cost-saving to invest additional funds to expand syringe exchange services 
in the US.” 

Community Behavioral Health Services 

Social Determinants of Health by County 

County Profiles of Social Determinants of Health 

This report includes data by county including: 

• Drug Trafficking Zone 

• Drugs deaths per 100,000 

• Opioid hospitalizations per 100,000 

• Opioid deaths per 100,000 

• Mental health providers per 100,000 

• Specialist providers (e.g., gastroenterology, hepatology, infectious disease, addiction medicine) per 100,000 

• HIV cases per 100,000 

• HCV cases per 100,000 

 

ATTACHMENT - Behavioral Health Agencies Directory 

Attached is the DOH’s Behavioral Health Agency Directory, which includes information about the number of behavioral 
health agencies in each county, and what services they provide (Mental Health, SUD, or both).  The patient capacities of the 
agencies are not listed.  

ATTACHMENT - Behavioral Health Treatment Availability in Rural Counties 

Also attached is an excel spreadsheet that summarizes the BH agencies in Washington’s rural counties, alongside recent 
population and population growth rate data, to provide a starting point for identifying areas that are under-resourced with 
behavioral health services provided through these agencies.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsipp.wa.gov%2FBenefitCost%2FProgramPdf%2F14%2FDrug-courts&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z7fTtLNnf2LGCZkEk6VbeDFYKPLZiFbkouugUY4uUz4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsipp.wa.gov%2FBenefitCost%2FProgramPdf%2F190%2FOutpatient-or-non-intensive-drug-treatment-during-incarceration&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mXbry9elCgOtqgirHvUISGcu4GAN%2F6vedZ7aHgWsWpM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fyou-and-your-family%2Fdrug-user-health%2Fsyringe-service-programs%2Fresearch&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iM%2FcFcP%2BT3aNf4oZv58Xg%2Fv9VM%2BCNOGpLS2fCvJmFN0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Flegacy%2FDocuments%2FPubs%2F347-651-WACountyProfilesSocialDeterminantsHIVHepCOpioidOverdose.pdf%3Fuid%3D6282ba05cb58e&data=05%7C01%7Cmichelle.martinez%40hca.wa.gov%7C73035b762646496f88b508da3fe1b629%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637892535915520048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HU%2Bb2ImdJRb7l2N779lBvG54wJ9wTsypefr636bPtvE%3D&reserved=0
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Additional Resource Contributions 
Study after study shows ex-prisoners would be better off without intense supervision 
(Brookings, July 2018) 

JustCARE: The development and impact of a multi-faceted collective impact model (University 
of Washington, June 2021) 

 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2018/07/02/study-after-study-shows-ex-prisoners-would-be-better-off-without-intense-supervision/#:~:text=Up%20Front-,Study%20after%20study%20shows%20ex%2Dprisoners%20would,better%20off%20without%20intense%20supervision&text=Two%2Dthirds%20of%20those%20released,costs%20a%20lot%20of%20money.
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2018/07/02/study-after-study-shows-ex-prisoners-would-be-better-off-without-intense-supervision/#:~:text=Up%20Front-,Study%20after%20study%20shows%20ex%2Dprisoners%20would,better%20off%20without%20intense%20supervision&text=Two%2Dthirds%20of%20those%20released,costs%20a%20lot%20of%20money.
https://coleadteam.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/JustCARE_Report-ExecutiveSummary_7.12.21.pdf
https://coleadteam.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/JustCARE_Report-ExecutiveSummary_7.12.21.pdf

