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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since there have been many new members to join the SURSA committee since it first convened in December 2022, we want to take this opportunity at the beginning of the new year to provide an overview of why this committee exists, what it has been charged with, and what we have accomplished together up to this point.  After this presentation we’ll move directly into introductions so that you can reacquaint yourselves with one another, and then we’ll use Mentimeter to evaluate priorities for 2024.  



2021
 State Supreme Court State v. Blake decision

2021

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2021, the Washington State Supreme Court ruled that our existing substance possession laws were unconstitutional because they made unknowing possession of substances a crime.  



2021
 State Supreme Court State v. Blake decision
 Passage of ESB 5476 

 Established Recovery Navigator Program (among many other 
investments in behavioral health expansion)

2021

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In response, the state legislature passed Engrossed Senate Bill 5476 to rewrite the possession laws and make new investments in behavioral health expansion and making efforts to divert individuals with substance use disorder from entanglement in the criminal legal system, such as establishing the recovery navigator program.  Within this bill were several directives to HCA, which included (1) Forming the statewide Substance Use Recovery Services Advisory Committee (SURSAC), and (2) consulting with the committee to write a new state plan -- the Substance Use Recovery Services Plan – to provide their recommendations for an appropriate criminal-legal response, if any, to possession of controlled substances, and how the state can improve SUD and co-occurring mental health outreach, treatment, and recovery support services to anyone who needs them.
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 Passage of ESB 5476 

 Established Recovery Navigator Program (among many other 
investments in behavioral health expansion)

 HCA directed to convene the Substance Use Recovery Services Advisory 
Committee
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Within this bill were several directives to HCA, which included (1) Forming the statewide Substance Use Recovery Services Advisory Committee (SURSAC), 



2021
 State Supreme Court State v. Blake decision
 Passage of ESB 5476 

 Established Recovery Navigator Program (among many other 
investments in behavioral health expansion)

 HCA directed to convene the Substance Use Recovery Services Advisory 
Committee

 HCA directed to write a Substance Use Recovery Services Plan in 
consultation with the SURSAC

2021
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and (2) consulting with the committee to write a new state plan -- the Substance Use Recovery Services Plan – to provide their recommendations for an appropriate criminal-legal response, if any, to possession of controlled substances, and how the state can improve SUD and co-occurring mental health outreach, treatment, and recovery support services to anyone who needs them.




2022
 HCA and SURSAC convene approximately once a month

 SURSAC subcommittees formed to focus on recommendations specific to:
 Outreach, Engagement, & Diversion
 Treatment
 Recovery Support Services
 Data

 SURS Plan submitted to legislature, with 17 recommendations from SURSAC for 
consideration during 2023 session

2021 2022
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Presentation Notes
In 2022, the Substance Use Recovery Services Advisory Committee (SURSAC) worked with HCA to write the Substance Use Recovery Services Plan, which included breaking out into four subcommittees to focus specifically on recommendations related to Outreach, Engagement, and Diversion; Treatment; Recovery Support services; and Data.  Discussions pertaining to the criminal legal response to knowing substance possession were conducting within the primary SURSA committee meetings.  The SURSAC reviewed and approved 17 of the 18 recommendations from the subcommittees, which were then integrated into the Substance Use Recovery Services Plan and submitted to the legislature for consideration during the 2023 session. 

https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/substance-use-and-recovery-servics-plan-leg-report-2023.pdf


2023
 Legislature passes 2E2SSB 5536 (second “Blake” bill)
 Passes ESB 5187 (budget bill)

2022 20232021
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In 2023, the WA State legislature passed 2E2SSB 5536 which included support for several of the recommendations from the Substance Use Recovery Services Plan, but not all of them.  The budget, ESB 5187, also included funding for a few of the recommendations, such as the Safe Supply Work Group. The SURSAC dedicated a significant amount of its meeting time developing a recommendation for what the state’s criminal legal response should be, if any, to possession of controlled substances, and ultimately voted to recommend decriminalization of possession and paraphernalia, with no civil penalty or fees, an approach that also emphasized significant investments in behavioral health workforce expansion and diversion programs for other eligible substance-related charges.  This recommendation, however, was not adopted. As of July 1, 2023, the knowing possession of a controlled substance, counterfeit substance, or legend drug is prohibited. Criminal classification ranges from misdemeanor, gross misdemeanor, or felony, depending on scheduling of substance and whether it is a controlled substance, counterfeit substance, or legend drug.  Referral to assessment and services in lieu of jail booking and referral to prosecutor is encouraged, but not required, as it had been previously for the first two encounters. 




2023
 Legislature passes 2E2SSB 5536 (second “Blake” bill)
 Passes ESB 5187 (budget bill)
 SURSAC begins review of RNP quarterly reports 
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2023 has also been the year that SURSAC began reviewing RNP quarterly reports 




2023
 Legislature passes 2E2SSB 5536 (second “Blake” bill)
 Passes ESB 5187 (budget bill)
 SURSAC begins review of RNP quarterly reports 
 SURS Plan Implementation/Progress Report (FY22-23 data) 

drafted & reviewed by SURSAC

2022 20232021
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And at the end of 2023, the first SURS Plan Implementation Report was drafted by HCA and reviewed by SURSAC, containing program data and updates from fiscal year ‘23 -- July 2022 through June 2023.  




2024-2026

RNP Quarterly Report review & consultation

SURSA Plan implementation consultation & annual 
report



Questions?
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Any questions about the origins of the committee, or what our goals and objectives are? 



Introductions
Name
Area of representation on committee
An intention or resolution for 2024
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